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LEASE-FOR-LIFE HOMES 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.26 am]:  My grievance is to the Treasurer.  I want to ensure that all seniors in 
Western Australia are treated equally.  Under the previous Liberal Government they were not treated equally.  
Each week in Western Australia thousands of self-funded retirees in lease-for-life homes are paying instalments 
on their council rates.  That weekly household charge is double that which some of their neighbours with Seniors 
Cards are paying.  Despite protests from residents, councils and seniors’ advocates, the previous Barnett Liberal 
Government refused to listen and refused to act.  Sure, it had massive deficits to fund, but what sort of 
compassion did it have?  What sort of understanding is there when a Government runs the State for nine years 
and makes elderly home owners pay for a Government’s shortcomings.  Many of us new Labor Party members 
of Parliament stood for election three years ago because we wanted to help make a better WA.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  We have worked hard with the best Premier and the best ministry WA has ever seen to deliver 
benefits to all Western Australians to make a fairer, better WA.  On behalf of Western Australia’s seniors, I and 
my Labor Party colleagues urge the Treasurer to reverse the Liberal Government’s unequal tax on seniors who 
have to pay rates in lease-for-life retirement villages.   

Point of Order 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  It appears that the member is referring to more than -  

The SPEAKER:  The member for Warren-Blackwood should take his seat.  That is not a point of order, as the 
member knows.  If the member does not agree with what is being said, that is his opinion.  He needs to refer to 
the standing order that he wishes to rely on.   

Debate Resumed 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  For nine years the Liberal coalition Government refused to treat equally self-funded retirees and 
other seniors, who receive a 50 per cent rebate on their council rates.  Currently, only those seniors with a 
Seniors Card living on freehold properties or in strata-titled villages are entitled to the state government rebate.  
Of course, it was the Treasurer who extended this benefit to Seniors Card holders in 2001 after nine years of 
inaction by the Barnett Liberal coalition Government.  As a former Mayor of Vincent and President of the WA 
Local Government Association, I know that the Town of Vincent subsidised the rates for self-funded retirees in 
the council’s Leederville Gardens Retirement Estate so that everyone was treated equally.  The Liberal 
Government refused to subsidise those rates.   

Other hard-working Labor Party members of Parliament and I know that many councils also picked up the 
deficit due to the Liberal Party’s slug on seniors for nine years.  Local councils rightly do not want to cost shift.  
However, I am concerned that the City of Joondalup, which had waived the $14 100 charge for rates that were 
due from a retirement village at Duncraig, removed that subsidy this year.  Retirees WA Inc has told me that this 
decision has added a significant cost burden to the residents of the Duncraig retirement village and that it is 
inconsistent with the spirit of the Local Government Act.  The additional cost for the pensioner residents of the 
village is $14 100.  The Gallop Government values local councils.  We thank them for stepping into the breach 
and filling this impost which was initiated by the Liberals and which this Government began to ameliorate in 
2001.   

Labor Party members have argued strongly that this is one of the Liberal Party’s taxes that should be removed 
when the economy is going well.  Now that the Gallop Government has delivered surpluses every year, our 
seniors should not have to subsidise the budget deficits run up by Colin Barnett and the Liberal Party when they 
were running Treasury for nine years.  There is a touch of Megawati about the Leader of the Opposition.  He has 
physically thrown something at the member who is on his feet speaking.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  It is a quite inappropriate and disturbing development for a member to 
approach a member who is on his feet speaking.   

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  It is also completely inappropriate for a member to speak while I am speaking.  I do not know 
what is the document that the Leader of the Opposition just passed to the member for Perth.  However, if it is 
something that is designed to put the member for Perth off his speech, it is highly disorderly.   

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  In response to that, Mr Speaker - 
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The SPEAKER:  I have not sat down yet.   

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Just in response to that - 

The SPEAKER:  Is it a point of order?   

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  No. 

The SPEAKER:  The member for Perth. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I know that as a member of a reformist Government, the Treasurer has had to undertake 
massive inquiries into a range of unfair taxes and charges that the Gallop Government inherited, let alone the 
massive budget black hole that the Government has also had to deal with.  I make no criticism of the Gallop 
Government because it has not yet been able to remove all the imposts imposed by the Liberal Party over nine 
years.   

Now that the Western Australian community accepts that the Government’s good economic management is here 
to stay, the community has rightly engaged in a dialogue with the majority of Gallop Labor Government 
members of Parliament.  It is a credit to Labor MPs that they are listening to the views of the community in a 
disciplined way and are making sure that Treasury and Cabinet are aware of the community’s needs and wants.   

As the former Mayor of Vincent, I strongly believe that the Liberal Government should have removed its tax 
impost on retirees.  It was indefensible for the Liberal Government to tax retirement village residents at a higher 
rate than other seniors over nine successive years by depriving them of their 50 per cent council rates rebate.  As 
a mayor, I was very aware that seniors who owned their own homes received a 50 per cent rebate from Treasury, 
but if they downsized and moved into a retirement village, they could have lost the discount and paid much more 
in rates.   

The Gallop Government has steadily removed a number of unfair taxes imposed on the community by the 
Liberals.  Other Labor Party members and I have devoted much time and research into aiming to prove to 
Treasury the economic necessity and importance of giving all senior Western Australians a fair go.  Western 
Australian seniors have always given a lot to our great State.  Although I appreciate the disappointment felt by 
seniors at missing out on this discount under nine years of a State Liberal Government, I am working hard to 
make sure that the Gallop Government looks positively at this situation, as are all Labor MPs.  I give credit to 
seniors and their advocates who have raised this issue with me and other Labor Party MPs so that the growing 
number of baby boomers in the future will be able to enjoy a discount that has been denied to other seniors up 
until now.   

I grieve to the Treasurer on behalf of other Labor Party members, including the excellent member for Yokine, 
the member for Wanneroo, the incredible members for Joondalup, Bunbury, Albany and Mandurah.  The 
member for Mandurah is the prince of the battling seniors.  I grieve also on behalf of the members for Geraldton, 
Mindarie, Girrawheen, Riverton, Bassendean - past and future - and the member for Armadale.  I do not think 
that the Liberal Party MPs have any street cred on this issue.  They should hang their heads in shame and not 
hide behind their non-appearance in Parliament for the previous nine years and do a Pontius Pilate over the 
Liberal’s tax slug on seniors.   

I choked on my Weeties reading the excellent recent edition of Post Newspapers to see the current member for 
Nedlands claim that just this week she convinced the Liberal Party to finally admit that it had got it wrong for 
nine years in government and for three years in opposition.  It is all right if members opposite are finally on the 
road to Damascus and have decided to join Labor MPs after they have done the hard work with Treasury.  This 
grievance is directed also at the hypocritical Independents who are batting for the blue team also - 

Point of Order 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  The member for Perth has said that I said something in a local newspaper.  However, that is 
not what I said.  He has misquoted me.   

The SPEAKER:  The member for Nedlands knows that that is not a point of order.  To try to once again break up 
the contribution of a member by means that are not - 

Ms S.E. Walker:  He misrepresented me.   

The SPEAKER:  Is the member speaking while I am on my feet?  The member for Perth. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The Liberal Party could not fix the legislative problems with the operation of the Ocean 
Gardens Retirement Village in the western suburbs; the Gallop Labor Government has done that.  Along with 
other Labor MPs, I have had to speak up for the people in the western suburbs to give them a voice in 
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government.  We have advocated strongly to Treasury that we should be giving self-funded retirees and residents 
of retirement villages the same concessions that are available to other seniors.  As Liberal MPs, voters and 
branch stackers, members opposite were ineffective and were not listened to.  They let the Barnett Liberal 
Government build the belltower and non-existent vanadium mine infrastructure instead of looking after seniors.   

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [9.36 am]:  I thank the member for Perth for his contribution on this 
issue.  He has been a strong advocate for the rights and needs of seniors in his electorate and throughout Western 
Australia in general.  The Gallop Labor Government has focused very strongly on reducing its impact on the 
living standards of the average Western Australian household.  On average, households in Western Australia pay 
annually electricity charges, water charges, public transport fares, motor vehicle third party insurance, motor 
vehicle registrations, drivers’ licences and so on.  A standard household model measures the impact of the 
Government’s charges on the average household.  An examination and analysis of that model under four years of 
a Gallop Government in comparison with the last four years of the Court-Barnett Government shows that under 
the Court-Barnett Government the real impact of the Liberal Party’s policies on household living standards was a 
$296 increase, whereas under the past four years of the Labor Government there has been a reduction in real 
terms of $86 in household charges.  That is a direct comparison between the policies of the coalition when it was 
in power and the policies of the current Labor Government.  Under the coalition, charges increased in real terms 
by $296; under the Labor Party, charges reduced in real terms by $86.   

In addition to our general effort to keep the impact of state government charges to households down - which has 
been successful and has produced a reduction of $86 in real terms - the Government has implemented a program 
of concessions.  That program amounts to almost $400 million per annum.  It includes, for example, the supply 
charge rebate for domestic customers of Western Power who are in receipt of a pensioner concession card, a 
health care card or a state Seniors Card.  That concession is worth approximately $84 a year to the average 
recipient, and costs the Government about $21.2 million.  In addition, the Government offers a water rates rebate 
for pensioners.  People who possess a pensioner concession card or a state concession card receive a rebate of up 
to 50 per cent of the Water Corporation’s annual charges for water, sewage and drainage services.  The average 
value of the rebate per home owner is approximately $236 a year.  There is also a consumption concession for 
holders of a pensioner concession card or a state Seniors Card with a rebate of up to 50 per cent of the Water 
Corporation’s water consumption charge on the property they occupy.  The average value of that rebate per 
recipient is $36 a year.  A rebate on local government rates applies, of course, for pensioners.  The Department 
of Treasury and Finance pays local government 50 per cent of rates for persons who own and occupy their own 
home and hold a pensioner concession card or a state Seniors Card.  The average value of that concession is 
$236 a year.   

Also, Transperth fare concessions apply, on which the State Government spends the equivalent of $42.3 million 
a year.  For motor vehicle licence fees, invalid pensioners receive a 100 per cent concession, and all other 
holders of a pensioner concession card receive a 50 per cent concession on their annual fee.  The average value 
of the concession per pensioner is $111 a year.  The Government took that concession further, as the member for 
Perth was kind enough to point out.  It introduced a range of further concessions from 1 July 2001.  The 
Government extended to the holders of Commonwealth Seniors Health Cards the 50 per cent rebate on local 
government and water rates that is available to pensioner concession card holders.  A cap was provided of 25 per 
cent on the local government rates rebate for state Seniors Card holders who do not have a Commonwealth 
Seniors Health Card.  The Government provided a pro rata rebate on local and water rates for holders of various 
cards who became eligible after the commencement of the rating year.  The Government allowed cardholders 
with rate arrears to obtain a rebate in respect of the current year’s rates, subject to their entering a repayment 
arrangement.  The Government also extended to the holders of a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card the 50 per 
cent motor vehicle fee concession provided to pensioner concession card holders.  The 100 per cent invalid 
drivers’ licence fee concession provided to pensioner concession card holders was extended to Commonwealth 
Seniors Health Card holders.  The Government also introduced a new airconditioning subsidy to holders of a 
pensioner concession card or Commonwealth Seniors Health Card holders living north of the twenty-sixth 
parallel and in other climatically harsh areas.   

Another area of need was drawn to the attention of the Government, particularly by the member for Perth and 
other members on the government backbench: they pointed out strongly that people who have lease-for-life 
arrangements in retirement homes are in effect paying local government rates.  That is the way their financial 
arrangements work with the operators of their retirement village.  As they are technically not owners, they have 
not been eligible for concessions.  A range of other matters were drawn to my attention, and I commissioned a 
review to see whether the improvements of July 2001 could be taken further for people who live in retirement 
villages.  The Government has received the results of that review.  It also received strong advocacy and 
argument from people such as the member for Perth.  The Government is considering what more can be done to 
provide fairness, equity and justice for people who are in effect paying local government rates but, as they are 
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not technically owners, are not eligible for their share of the $400 million in concessions provided principally to 
the senior members of our community.  The member for Perth has been right in there fighting hard for his 
constituents.  His argument will be given careful consideration by the Government. 
 


